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One day, Starlight Glimmer and Twilight Sparkle are in the Castle of Friendship 
library. Twilight is putting together her plans for teaching Starlight about 
friendship — there’s a lot to learn! 

“Maybe | should narrow things down a bit,’ Twilight admits. “Why don’t you 
join the others in the Throne Room? They're planning our trip to the Crystal 
Empire for when Shining Armor and Princess Cadance have their baby!” 


What is 
your favourite 
Subject at 
school? 


The other ponies are discussing the baby's Crystalling. 
Spike explains that when a baby is born in the Crystal Empire, its parents 
bring it before the Crystal Heart. They choose the purest piece of crystal they 
can find and a pony friend to be the Crystaller — a pony who serves as a mentor 
for the baby. The parents, Crystaller and baby all channel their happy energy 
into the piece of crystal, which joins with the Heart and increases its power. 


Starlight goes back to the library to ask 
Twilight about the Crystal Empire. 

Funny you should mention it!” says Twilight, 
who has found out the first pony Starlight ever 
cared about lives in the Crystal Empire. 

“Sunburst?” Starlight asks looking worried. 


Why do 
you think 
Starlight is 
worried? 


Later that day, Starlight tells Spike that she and Sunburst were best friends 
as foals. Sunburst taught Starlight lots about magic and he was always there for 
her ... until he got his cutie mark and went to Princess Celestia’s magic school. 

“But when he left ...” Starlight begins. 

“You blamed cutie marks and stripped a 
whole village of theirs, and when Twilight and 
the others stopped you, you went back in time 
and almost destroyed Equestria,” Spike says. 

“Yeah ... not really stuff I'm super-eager 
to tell Sunburst about,” says Starlight. 


Suddenly, Starlight and Spike hear a shout. 
They race to the balcony where 
Twilight Sparkle is watching a Crystalling 
invitation unfold in midair. 

“Shining Armor’s a father!” cries Twilight. 
“’'m an aunt!” 

Since they're going to the Crystal Empire 
now anyway, Twilight decides that meeting 
Sunburst should definitely be Starlight’s first 
friendship lesson. 


What 
Shape is the 
crystalling 
imvite? 


HOw many 
ponijes can 
you see on 
the train? 


“The Crystal Heart is an ancient and powerful relic,” Twilight explains 
to her friends on the train. “Without its magic, the Empire would be 
lost to the Frozen North!” 

Starlight says she understands if Twilight wants to delay their lesson 
to focus on the Crystalling, but Twilight can’t get wait to get started! 
She unrolls a VERY long scroll of lesson instructions. But Starlight 
doesn’t look happy.... 


When the ponies arrive at the Crystal 
Empire, Shining Armor is waiting for them. 

He looks a mess and doesn’t make any sense 
when he talks! 

“Sorry,” says Shining Armor. “We haven't 
really slept since Cadance had the baby.” 

“You two probably need all kinds of help,” 
says Twilight. She tells Starlight that maybe 
having the lesson now wouldn't be a good idea. 

Then, Spike suggests he could help Starlight — 
they just need to follow the instructions Twilight 
has written! Twilight thinks it’s a great idea, 


but Starlight just glares at Spike. 
Why is i 
=" Starlight 


~<a 
unhappy 
With Spike? 


“I know you're a little worried about this 
reunion,” Spike tells Starlight, as they walk 
to Sunburst's, “but I’m sure Twilight's got 
everything covered.” 

As they pass a crystal statue of Spike, 
Starlight asks him to tell the story of how 
he saved the Crystal Empire. A crowd of 
ponies gather to listen and Starlight breathes 
a sigh of relief — maybe she'll get out of this 
reunion after all! 


When Twilight and her friends arrive at 
the castle, they look down at the sleeping 
baby Unicorn. Then, suddenly, the baby 
wakes ... and spreads her wings! 
“The baby is an Alicorn?” Twilight exclaims. 
It’s never happened before in Equestria. 
“Wow!” Pinkie Pie shrieks.““So she can be a 
super-strong flyer and have crazy baby magic!” 
Suddenly, the baby sneezes and a huge 
burst of magic comes from her horn! 
Cadance suggests calling off the Crystalling, 
but Celestia disagrees — she thinks this could 
be the most important Crystalling ever! 


In the town, Spike has just finished the 
story of how he helped defeat King Sombra. 
The crowd asks him to tell the story of the 
Equestria Games, but Spike says he can’t — 

he and Starlight must continue with 

Twilight's lesson. 

“It says right here in Step 3,” he reads from 
the list,“‘deal with your fears by facing them’, 
not by putting them off.” 

Starlight reluctantly agrees and follows Spike. 


When Sunburst opens the door, he doesn’t recognize his old foal friend 
until Starlight tells him her name. 

She apologizes for bothering him when he must be busy, but Sunburst 
looks confused. 

“Well, | figured after magic school you’d go on to do important wizard 
work,” Starlight explains. 

“Oh, well,no ... uh, yes! Really busy with lots of wizarding stuff... 
Right ... well, lots to do!” Sunburst says, going inside and shutting the door. 


Starlight knocks again and asks Sunburst if she can come inside. She explains 
that Twilight wants them to be friends again. 

“Did something happen to you after | left for magic school?” asks Sunburst. 

Starlight lies nervously and asks Sunburst the same question. 

“What? Um, no! Like, uh, like you said I'ma ... uh ... important wizard,” 
Sunburst says. 

Spike hurriedly checks the list — he knows the lesson isn’t going very well. 


Back at the castle, Twilight is holding 
Pinkie Pie and the baby in a floating 
ball of magic. 

“She's a reeeaaally strong flyer!” 

Pinkie says, holding on to the baby’s legs. 

Cadance takes the baby, but she starts to 
cry and releases a wave of magic ... which 
shatters the Crystal Heart! 

“I’m guessing that’s gonna make it hard 
to do the Crystalling?” says Applejack. 

“It’s worse than that. Without the heart, 
the Crystal Empire is about to be buried 
under a mountain of ice and snow!” 
Twilight explains, opening the curtains to 
see storm clouds already gathering. 


Spike is trying to find something on Twilight's list to help Starlight and 
Sunburst reunite. 

“Got it!” Spike shouts. ‘*‘And if all else fails, ask them to share a silly 
moment from their past, maybe even something they regret.” 

Sunburst and Starlight look nervously at each other. 

“We should just get out of your mane,” Starlight says, taking Spike and 
walking to the door. 


“There must be a spell that can restore 
the Crystal Heart,” Twilight says, as snow 
and freezing winds blow through the castle. 

Cadance suggests they might find 
something in the castle’s library. 

Celestia and Luna fly off to try battling 
the blizzard, while Applejack, Fluttershy 
and Rainbow Dash go outside to tell 
the ponies who have gathered for the 
Crystalling to go home. 

“And try not to mention the Crystal 
Heart,” says Cadance. “We don’t want 
to start a panic.” 


- 


What kind of 


pony would 
you like 
to be? 


Suddenly, the baby disappears from 
Shining Armor's arms with a loud 
POP and reappears on Pinkie’s face! 

Then she POPs again ... but 
doesn’t reappear! 

Cadance hears giggling from 
somewhere else in the castle. 

“This way!” she shouts. 


“| wouldn’t be surprised if Twilight decides 
to give up on me entirely!” Starlight says, sadly, 
as she and Spike walk back to the castle. 

Spike reminds Starlight that Twilight is her 
friend and so is he. Starlight smiles, then they 
notice how cold it is. 

“| thought the Crystal Heart was supposed 
to keep the cold weather out,” she says. 

“It is ... unless something’s happened? 
Come on!” shouts Spike, starting to run. 


What has 

happened 
es {0 this pony’s 
watering can? 


“What is going on?” 
Starlight asks, when she gets to 
the castle library. 

Pinkie quickly explains 
everything, as she is dragged 
around the room by the baby 
who is shooting magic from 
her horn. 

“What about this?” Cadance 
says, passing a book to Twilight. 
“L think this is it!” Twilight 

cries, happily. 


But just then, the baby shoots out a beam of magic, which hits the book ... 
burning a large hole straight through it! 

Twilight looks scared, but says she'll try to remember the spell. 

“We should evacuate the city just in case,” Cadance tells Shining Armor. 
“You need to lead everypony to the train station before the tracks freeze over.” 


Tf you 
were Twilight, 
how would 
you feel? 


Pont toa 
brown Pook, 
23 Purple mane 
and a crown, 


“Is there anything | can do?” Starlight asks. 

“| don’t think so,” Twilight says.“‘I’m just sorry about your lesson.” 

“Sunburst and | don’t have anything in common anyway,” Starlight says. 
“He's a big important wizard.” 

Cadance says that if Sunburst is a wizard, Starlight should bring him to 
the castle to help. 


On the castle balcony, Shining Armor is 
talking to the crowd. 

“Princess Cadance has decided to evacuate 
the city!” he shouts. 

“But ... the Crystalling!” says a pony. 

“I don’t know if we'll ever have a 
Crystalling again,” says Shining Armor. 
“The Crystal Heart ... is shattered.” 

The crowd realizes it’s not safe and follows 
Shining Armor away from the castle. 


Starlight and Spike battle through the storm, but when they tell Sunburst 
what's happened, he refuses to help. 
“Fixing an ancient relic? | can’t even come close to doing something 
like that!” Sunburst cries. 
“But, | thought you were an important wizard?” Starlight says, confused. 
“I’m not even a wizard at all!” Sunburst shouts, looking embarrassed. 


Sunburst explains that although he knows a lot about magic, he can’t 
actually do any of it. Starlight knows that must have been hard for Sunburst 
to say, so she tells him everything she did after he left. 

“I'm sorry we lost touch,” says Sunburst. 

The friends smile. They're much happier now they’ve been honest. 

Starlight gasps. “You need to get to the train station! Unless you've got a 
spell here that will fix the Crystal Heart so the baby can have her Crystalling?” 

“The Crystalling. Of course!” Sunburst cries, pulling books from the shelves. 


Why are 
the ponies 
happier now? 


As they canter to the train station, ponies are sliding on the icy ground. 

Celestia and Luna join the group — they've fought the blizzard as much as 
they can. 

Then Applejack sees Starlight, Sunburst and Spike walking towards them 
through the snow. 

“| know how to stop this,” Sunburst tells the crowd. 


In the castle, Twilight and Cadance are trying the spell. The crystal pieces 
rise up and form a heart, but seconds later, it breaks again. 

“| don’t know what else to do,” Twilight sighs. 

“An old student of mine believes he does,” says Princess Celestia, entering 
the room with Sunburst and Twilight's friends. 

“Restoring a relic like this is magic way beyond one spell,” explains Sunburst. 
“You need to combine it with something that strengthens it and provides it 
with power...” 


“The Crystalling!” cries Twilight. 

Sunburst says they can use the power of the Crystalling, plus some other 
spells to clear the snow, control the baby’s magic and fix the Crystal Heart. 

“| had planned on asking Twilight to be our Crystaller, but since it seems 
like she'll be busy ...” Shining Armor says, passing the baby to Sunburst. 


“I'd be honoured,” Sunburst says. 


Celestia, Luna, Twilight and 
Starlight begin a spell and the 
Crystal Heart shakily rebuilds. 

The other ponies head out to the 
balcony. Cadance and Shining Armor 
touch horns with the baby, and a big 
ball of light surrounds her. 

As the baby rises into the air, 
the crowd cheers loudly and bows. 


The ball of light gets bigger, and the 
ground is covered in a blue glow. Sunburst 
sets the purity crystal on the ground and 
all the happy energy flows into it. 

He rushes into the castle, leaps up and 
places the purity crystal into the heart. 

It grows brighter than ever and releases 

a wave of magic through the Empire, 
melting the snow, pushing back the clouds 
and making everything — and everypony — 
shiny and bright! 


The next day, at the train 
station, Shining Armor’s parents 
have just arrived. 

“Come to your Grandmare,” 
his mother says to the baby. 

Suddenly, the baby starts to 
sniff. All the ponies take a step 
back and hold their breath... 

“Achoo!” The baby sneezes, 
but there’s no magic! 


“Aren't we going to name 
the poor little dear?” asks 
Shining Armor’s mother. 

“We were thinking ... 
‘Flurry Heart’,” says Cadance, 
smiling at Shining Armor. 

“You know, to remember the 
occasion,” he adds. 

“Goodness! How could 
anypony forget?” Rarity giggles. 


“I think you're the Crystal Empire’s 
big important wizard, whether you like 
it or not!” Starlight tells Sunburst. 

“Well, | don’t know if I'll have time for 
any wizarding,” Sunburst says, blushing. 
“?'m a Crystaller now!” 

“Just promise you'll stay in touch?” 
Starlight asks. 

“Like I'd ever lose touch with my oldest 
friend,” Sunburst says, hugging Starlight. 

Starlight joins her friends on the train. 
She waves to Sunburst through the window and smiles, happy to have her best 
foal friend back. 


Who 
iS your 
favourite 


ge pony? 


Cth etter 


When Cadance 
and Shining Armor’s 
newborn baby shatters the 
Crystal Heart, it seems 
the Crystal Empire may 
be lost forever! 
Will Twilight and a new 
friendship be able to 
save the day? 
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